
Caring Management 
in the New Economy

Socially Responsible 
Behaviour through 
Spirituality
Edited by 
Ora Setter · László Zsolnai

PALGRAVE STUDIES IN SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH FUTURE EARTH



Series Editors
Paul Shrivastava  

Pennsylvania State University  
University Park, PA, USA

László Zsolnai  
Corvinus University of Budapest  

Budapest, Hungary

Palgrave Studies in Sustainable Business  
In Association with Future Earth



Sustainability in Business is increasingly becoming the forefront issue for 
researchers, practitioners and companies the world over. Engaging with 
this immense challenge, Future Earth is a major international research 
platform from a range of disciplines, with a common goal to support 
and achieve global sustainability. This series will define a clear space for 
the work of Future Earth Finance and Economics Knowledge-Action 
Network. Publishing key research with a holistic and trans-disciplinary 
approach, it intends to help reinvent business and economic models for 
the Anthropocene, geared towards engendering sustainability and creat-
ing ecologically conscious organizations.

More information about this series at  
http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/15667

http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/15667
http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/15667


Ora Setter · László Zsolnai 
Editors

Caring Management 
in the New Economy

Socially Responsible Behaviour 
Through Spirituality



Editors
Ora Setter
Tel Aviv University
Tel Aviv, Israel

László Zsolnai
Business Ethics Center
Corvinus University of Budapest
Budapest, Hungary

ISSN 2662-1320 ISSN 2662-1339 (electronic)
Palgrave Studies in Sustainable Business In Association with Future Earth
ISBN 978-3-030-14198-1  ISBN 978-3-030-14199-8 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-14199-8

Library of Congress Control Number: 2019932921

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature 
Switzerland AG 2019
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by 
similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt 
from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this 
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the 
authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein 
or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Cover illustration: kenkuza_shutterstock.com

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-14199-8


v

Preface

The book presents selected papers from the international conference 
entitled New Economy, Old Traditions: Caring Entrepreneurship held in 
Tel Aviv on September 4–6, 2017. The conference was jointly organ-
ized by The Coller School of Management of Tel Aviv University, the 
European SPES Institute, Leuven, and the Business Ethics Center of 
Corvinus University of Budapest.

Practical wisdom from the Jewish and other faith traditions sug-
gests that enterprises with a spiritual value orientation can flourish and 
serve the interests of business and the wider community better than 
conventional enterprises that adhere to a narrow financial-bottom-line 
approach. The papers in this book argue that a new ethos of entrepre-
neurship needs to be developed, in which caring for fellow human 
beings, future generations and nature play an elemental role.

The last public words of Hans Jonas were as follows:

It was once religion which told us that we all are sinners because of orig-
inal sin. It is now the ecology of the planet which pronounces us all to 
be sinners because of the excessive exploits of human inventiveness. It 
was once religion which threatened us with a last judgment at the end of 
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days. It is now our tortured planet which predicts the arrival of such a day 
without heavenly intervention. The latest revelation (…) is the outcry of 
mute things themselves that we must heed by curbing our power over cre-
ation, let we perish together on a wasteland of what was creation.

These are rather dramatic words. But in contrast to the rapidly deteri-
orating Earth–Human system, our book represents the hope that “what 
was creation” can be repaired and healed through the genuine care of 
creative people and progressive entrepreneurship.

Tel Aviv, Israel  
Budapest, Hungary

Ora Setter
László Zsolnai
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